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MEETINGS REPORTS 

1. 13th Caribbean Geological Conference: Pinar Del Rio, Cuba 

HIS Conference, sponsored by ACID and the Cuban Geological Society. was held in T August. 1992 at the Centro Universitario "Hermanos Saiz". in the city of Pinar deI 
Rio, western Cuba. The city is located just to the south of the world-famous "mogutes" or  
tropical karst; this region is known as the "Vuelta Abajo". where aromatic Cuban tobacco 
is grown. 

Although this Conference was held at almost the same time as the XXXth International 
Geological Congress and shortly after the Latin American Geological Congress. it was 
attended by over 130 delegates. who came from a variety of countries - both in the 
Caribbean region (Cuba. Bahamas. Dominican Republic and Jamaica). Canada and the 
USA, South America (Mexico. Venezuela. Argentina. Colombia, Chile) and Europe 
(Sweden. Switzerland, Spain. UK. France. Netherlands and Hungary). 

The two technical sessions took place simultaneously. and about 80 oral lectures and 19 
posters were presented. The Conference focused on the geology of the Caribbean marine 
areas and continental margins. the Greater Antilles ophiolites and volcanic arcs. the 
evolution of the arc-related sedimentary basins. and different aspects of Caribbean 
tectonic evolution. Other topics included palaeogeography. palaeomagnetic research. 
stratigraphy. palaeontology and biogeography. 

One session was dedicated to Cuban hydrocarbon geology and exploration. A special 
Round Table considered the geological structure and evolution of the western Caribbean. 
according to data and interpretations made available by the Cuban petroleum industry. 

Field trips during and after the Conference were well-attended. Excursions visited areas 
of tropical karst. and studied the stratigraphy. tectonics, and solid mineral deposits of 
western Cuba. Participants were able to study outcrops of the Jurassic-Cretaceous passive 
continental margin, the Early Tertiary synorogenic basins. the Bahia Honda ophiolites 
and Cretaceous volcanics. A helicopter trip to the strike-slip Pinar Fault was particularly 
i ntercsti ng. 

Special attention was also given to the IUGSLJNESCO International Geological 
Correlation Program (IGCP). One session was dedicated to the geological correlation of 
the Greater Antilles. and discussed an IGCP prqicct proposal dedicated to the geological 
correlation of Circum-Caribbean ophiolites and volcanic arcs. Cretaceous. Tertiary and 
active volcanic arcs can be found in the Caribbean realm. together with oceanic crust and 
ophiolites of different ages. The correlation of local data in a convenient. multinational 
framework provided by the IGCP would be most welcome. and a proposal will shortly be 
presented to the IGCP Secretary. 

The Conference also witnessed the first meeting of the Association of Caribbean 
Geoscientists (ACG). which henceforth will assume responsibility for the organization of 
Conferences and the publication of transactions. Dr G .  Draper (Fluridcr Intrrricrrion~rl 
University, Miami) was elected President. 

A volume of Transactions for this Conference is being edited by Dr P. Mann (Institutr 
f?)r Geuph-vsics. Ai~s t in .  f ixc i s ) .  and is expected to be published during 1993. 

The next Conference will be in Trinidad and Tobago. in 1995. Hope to see you there! 
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